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Dear Parents and Guardians of Rhode Island students,

I hope that your children are enjoying and benefitting from an excellent year of teaching and learning in
Rhode Island public schools, One way our teachers understand how well their students arc performing and
whether some students may need extra support is through quizzes, tests, and other assessments, Similarly,
one way that we understand the performance not only of individual students but also of our schools and of
our state as a whole is through statewide assessments. Students take these statewide assessments in

mathematics, reading, and science, (Federal law requires that we administer these statewide assessments
gvery year.)

Last May. students in grades 4, 8. and 11 took our statewide NECAP (New England Common Assessment
Program) science assessment, In September we received the preliminary results from our testing company,
and we shared these results with each school district for local review. On reviewing the results, many of us
were concerned about the scores some students received, particularly in grades 4 and 8. To ensure that the
results were accurate, we decided to undertake a review of the science assessments and of the scoring
process and to hold off on release of the assessment results until we completed this review.

We have now completed this review, and | can report to you that the assessment itself and the scoring
process met all technical requirements needed to report results accurately. We did, however, lind several
items on the “inguiry task™ section science assessments for grades 4 and grade 8 that were borderline in
meeting these requirements. These items ask students to design or critique scientific investigations, to
analyrze data, and to draw conclusions or explanations, You can see examples of these items — known as
“constructed-response items” — on our website, under “practice tests,” on this page:

http:/fwww. ride.ri. gov/InstructionAssessment/Science/NECAPScience. aspxft 1 7622-resources

In our review, we looked at these items, materials used to score the ilems, and selected student responses.
We found that, because of the wording of some items, students were not clear about the question and did
not provide the required response. This lack of clarity led some students to receive no credit (0 points) on
an item even though their response included some accurate scientific information. We concluded,
however, that only a small percentage of students who received zero points on one of these test items
could have received partial credit (1 point) based on the information that they included in their response.
Overall, the adjusted scores would change student scores for a small percentage of students by 1 point
only and would very rarely raise the scoring level — partially proficient, proficient, or proficient with
distinction — of any student.

You should, therefore, use caution in reviewing scores on the “inquiry task” section of the assessment if
your child took the assessment in grade 4 or grade 8. We are confident, however, that the overall scores
and proficiency levels are accurate at the state levels,
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I appreciate your patience in waiting for the release of these results. If you have questions or concerns
about your child’s performance in science. | encourage vou to speak with your child’s science teacher or
with the principal of vour child’s school. Let’s continue working together to make sure our students
receive a world-class education in seience throughout their vears in school.

eborah A, Gist, Commissioner
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Description of the Inquiry Task

Thete are many interestmg and essential facts, formulas, apd processes that shadents should knaw across the fhree comtent domams of
science. But science 15 more than content, Inquury skills are slalls that all swdents should have in sddition to the content. Inquiry shalls are
the abulity to formulate questions and hypothesize. plan mveshganons and experiments, conduct investigations and experuments, and
evalunte results. These are the broad areas that constinate sciennific imquiry, Content from Phymcal Science, Earth Space Science. and Life
Science forms te basis of each NECAP Seience Incury Tk Instead of measunng smdent knowledge of content. mauiry tasks measure the
student’s abilsty to make commections, sxpress ideas, and provide evidence of sciennfic thanking

The grade 11 inquiry task, Liferime of the Sum. requured smdents 1o use data to explam and make predictions regarding the hfe
cycle of stars. Students used suthenric asmonomical data and graphs to analyze the relatonship among humninesity. star suze, and femperanme
“'l;lfﬂuhntswiudlhi! informanon to determuine the best way to plot and anabyze dats about stars. Stadents worked independently during this
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