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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
 Questions generated from this webinar by participants

1. What is the purpose of this program and what are the “four pillars” that were referenced during the webinar?
The program is designed to promote the identification, enrollment, attendance, and success (four “pillars”) of homeless children and youth in schools and to provide other educational services for which they are eligible, including Head Start, Even Start, and pre-school programs administered by the LEA.  
2. Are these funds restricted to only supplemental activities?
Yes, it is necessary for the LEA to offer educational and related services to homeless children and youth to supplement the traditional classroom experience.  Services provided with McKinney-Vento Act funds may not replace the regular academic program and should be designed to expand upon or improve services provided as part of the school's regular academic program.
3. Who can apply for McKinney Vento Sub Grant funds?
Any local educational agency (LEA) located within Rhode Island serving children and youth experiencing homelessness is eligible to apply for funds under this program.
4. How many grants will be awarded?  
RIDE anticipates funding six (6) to eight (8) proposals of $50,000; however, the final amount of individual grants awarded will be contingent upon the level of funding requested by successful applications, and RIDE reserves the right to negotiate budget amounts accordingly. 
5. What is the deadline for submission? 
Applications are due: Friday, August 30, 2019, no later than 4 pm to: Rhode Island Department of Elementary & Secondary Education, 255 Westminster Street, 4th Floor Reception Area Providence, RI 02903
6. Can an LEA’s proposal include activities that cover more than one area of need -for example, school supplies and connection to social service agency for supports?
Yes. Actually, it may make for a stronger application. The proposal requires a clear demonstration of the needs of the LEA’s homeless students, families and the staff who work with them. The statement of the goals and objectives related to those needs is next. The proposal may then provide services in multiple areas of need, if each is required in order to meet project goals, and if the activities/services allowable uses of funds. Requests must be reasonable, allocable and necessary to implement the grant.




7. Is the proposal limit $50,000 or can we submit for a higher amount?
Yes, the proposal limit is $50,000; however, RIDE has funded grants for slightly higher amounts in the past.  We are unable to know the number of proposals that will be submitted, and given that RIDE will fund only the applications that most strongly demonstrate the criteria as indicated in the evaluation rubric, this amount is used as a guideline. Slightly higher amounts, if funding is available and proposal demonstrates that the request is reasonable, necessary and allocable to the grant, may be awarded.

8. Do I describe only the first year of the proposed program in this application? Should I include a high-level overview of years two and three? What about sustainability?
LEA proposals should address the one-year period from October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020. In Year 2 and Year 3, should subsequent funding be available, RIDE will require grantees to submit a summary of the prior year’s activities including a performance report that demonstrates progress toward stated goals, together with an annual budget for the ongoing program year and applicable revisions to the original application submitted. 
That said, providing a high-level overview of years two and three, and any potential sustainability plans, would only serve to strengthen the application.
9. Can funds be used to support students and families who are about to become homeless?
No. While the HUD definition for homeless includes families in four categories (literally homeless, imminent risk of becoming homeless, homeless under other federal statutes, and  fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence), the grant funds may only be utilized to support students who fit the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act regarding the definition of homeless children and youth:
Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence or have a primary nighttime residence in a supervised, publicly or privately, operated shelter for temporary accommodations (including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing for the mentally ill), an institution providing temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized, or a public or private place not designated for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings. (McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act Section 725(2) )
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