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Announcement: The Rhode Island CEEDAR State Leadership Team 

The Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) is pleased to announce, in collaboration with the CEEDAR 
(Collaboration for Effective Educator Development, Accountability and Reform) Center, the formation of the Rhode 
Island State Leadership Team. This team is supported by the CEEDAR Center in the development and implementation of 
renewal efforts that look to improve educational processes for every student in Rhode Island. The State Leadership 
Team is working on three primary Blueprint goals: 
  

1. Engage in continuous improvement of preparation programs.   

2. Support the development of mutually beneficial partnerships between districts and preparation programs.   

3. Establish organizational cultures, identify protocols, and provide shared learning opportunities to ensure that 

Rhode Island approaches education work with an explicit focus on equity and access.  

 
Each blueprint goal is supported by objectives and implementation strategies that will be shared broadly as 
recommendations for practice. The final outcomes will be supported by resources to ensure effective practice.    
 
Members of the Rhode Island State Leadership Team include:  

Name  Affiliation  Steering Committee  

Heather Allcock  Providence College  X  

Ayana Bass  Teacher Candidate, Rhode Island College  X  

Michael Browner  PK-12 Schools (Newport)    

Celeste Comeau-Mullane Rhode Island College   

Evelyn Cosme-Jones  Center for Leadership & Education Equity   

Jane Daly  P-K 12 Schools (Chariho)    

Danielle Dennis University of RI   

Shannon Dolan  Providence College  
 

Karen Festa  PK-2 Schools (Narragansett)    

Jennifer Henderson  Johnson & Wales University    

Emily Klein  RIDE  X  

Kirsten LaCroix  Center for Leadership & Education Equity   

Janet Lyons  PK-12 Schools (Burrillville)    

Diana Marshall  University of Rhode Island    

Cara McDermott-Fasy  Rhode Island College    

Jay Midwood  PK-12 Schools (Central Falls)  X  

Tracy Pelkowski  Salve Regina University    

Hilda Potrzeba  RIDE    

Clayton Ross  RIDE  X  

Karen Swoboda  Johnson & Wales University X  

  
This representative group of stake-holders is working collaboratively between PK-12 and Higher Education to ensure the 
best learning experiences for every learner in Rhode Island. You can keep track of our announcement and the work we 
are doing, and learn more about the CEEDAR initiative, on our RIDE webpage:  
https://www.ride.ri.gov/TeachersAdministrators/EducatorCertification/CEEDAR.aspx 

https://ceedar.education.ufl.edu/
https://www.ride.ri.gov/TeachersAdministrators/EducatorCertification/CEEDAR.aspx

