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Background

• In 2013, the Rhode Island General Assembly passed legislation (RIGL 16-100) that called for the adoption of a statewide policy for 

dual enrollment that allows students to take college courses to earn credit at both the high school and the postsecondary 

institution. 

• The RI Board of Education adopted regulations in April 2015 that provide all qualified RI high school students access to college-

level coursework while still in high school.

• “Accelerated college credit program” means any of these three programs: 

• Advanced Placement (AP) course: A high school course that culminates in a standardized subject area assessment 

administered by the College Board. (College-level course based on a national exam, taught at the high school.)

• Concurrent enrollment program: A program that allows high school students to take approved college courses taught 

by instructors on staff at a student’s high school. (College course, taught at the high school.)

• Dual enrollment program: A program that allows high school students to attend college courses taught by college faculty 

on either a public or a private college campus. (College course, taught at the college.)

Dual enrollment, concurrent enrollment, and AP classes all provide opportunities for Rhode Island high school 

students to earn college credit.
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Expanding College Credit – OPC’s focus areas
• PrepareRI Dual Enrollment Fund

• Makes both dual enrollment and concurrent enrollment courses free for students

• Enrollment began in the 2015-16 academic year, and is administered by the Office of the Postsecondary Commissioner (OPC)

• Expansion highlights include:

• 41% increase in student participation

• 70% increase1 in dual enrollment credits earned

• 15% increase1 in concurrent enrollment credits earned

• Nearly 125,000 credits earned by students since 2015-16

• This fund has saved Rhode Island families more than $45 Million2 over the course of the program

• Dual/concurrent program supports

• Revise and review list of concurrent courses, which the Council on Postsecondary Ed and Board of Ed approves

• Consult with colleges to expand and promote dual offerings in high-need areas

• Troubleshoot processes for potential barriers in participation

• Partner with colleges to pilot listing dual enrollment classes on EnrollRI (RIDE’s new statewide enrollment platform)

1Based on comparison of yearly enrollments since 2016-2017 academic year.
2Based on calculations using today's tuition costs at RIC, URI, and CCRI.
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Expanding College Credit – RIDE’s focus areas

• All Course Network (ACN)

• Free courses offered statewide on the ACN currently include 23 credit-bearing college classes and 3 AP classes. This is now 

easier for students to access through the new EnrollRI platform. 

• Expanding AP coursework

• 40.3% of RI’s graduates took an AP exam in 2019. That’s a major increase from only 17.5% in 2010.  

• Computer Science for RI (CS4RI) has increased AP Computer Science participation 17-fold since 2016 (43 to 737 students)

• Diploma Plus

• Added a “Diploma Plus” metric to School Report Cards to recognize schools’ success in helping students earn college credit 

and industry credentials

• Pathway Endorsements

• Aligning Pathway Endorsements on high school diplomas with Guided Pathways at public colleges, so students can start 

working on the requirements for their college majors while still in high school
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Through the PrepareRI initiative, RIDE has expanded opportunities for high school students to earn college credit
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Part I.
Who takes accelerated 
college credit classes?
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Part II.
What are the impacts of 

accelerated college credit 
classes?
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How this research study was designed
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Participants Non-participants

The participants are different from 

non-participants. 

(Ex. More purples, fewer reds)

Before matching

Participants Non-participants

After matching
Participants are matched to non-participants with similar 

characteristics. That allows for an apples-to-apples comparison 

between groups.

Students are matched by grade 8 test scores, demographics, 

absences, suspensions, and school characteristics.

This study used “propensity score matching” to more accurately calculate the programs’ impact.
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Conclusion

• These programs are making a big difference in students’ lives.

• Graduation: +21 percentage points

• College enrollment: +30 percentage points

• College readiness: lower rate of needing developmental education (remediation) in college

• We should maintain—and, ideally, expand—the PrepareRI Dual Enrollment Fund

• We should expand these course options to schools that don’t yet have them

• For example, expanding AP and concurrent enrollment options in the urban core

• A majority of states provide state funding to offset AP test-taking costs for students. RI does not.

• Future research through this partnership can help us learn more

• We are continuing this research partnership in the coming year. Next, we will study how different features of accelerated college 

credit programs impact student outcomes, including: course length, course subject area, number of courses a student takes, etc.
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This research shows that our investments in accelerated college credit courses are working.

We should expand this work in coming years.



Learn More

• Visit RIDE's accelerated college credit website:

• https://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/EducationPrograms/DualEnrollment.aspx

• Contact us:

• Jessica Bailey, PhD – Research Scientist, Education Development Center, jbailey@edc.org

• Katherine Shields, PhD – Research Scientist, Education Development Center, kshields@edc.org

• Tammy Warner – Assistant Commissioner, RI Office of the Postsecondary Commissioner, tammy.warner@riopc.edu

• Spencer Sherman – Chief for Innovation, RI Department of Education, spencer.sherman@ride.ri.gov
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